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The Lutheran doctrine had gained a certain
reputation in England ; and, as the King was
reforming abuses by a dissolution of the smaller
monasteries, and publicly exposing and burning
fraudulent images, the apostles of these doctrines
gained a certain encouragement. Henry, how-
ever, was far from meaning to encourage them.
His acute mind had not yet become clouded by
the gross sensuality of his later life, and he could
easily distinguish between a reformation and a
revolution. He wished to reform in the interests
of Catholicism ; and Colet, Erasmus, More, and
Fisher were his spiritual fathers in this respect ;
and he had no more notion of encouraging the
new heresies than had they. So when he received
an open letter from Luther, the arch-heretic of
Europe, approving his action, and saying, " I am
informed that Your Majesty is beginning to
favour the gospel, and to be disgusted with the
perverse race that fights against it in your noble
kingdom," his wrath knew no bounds. For
Luther was regarded in Court circles as an up-
start monk who had the impudence to translate
the Bible, quite frequently sub-editing it, and
throw it in the face of the monarchs of Europe,
the Pope, and the Church. So this disreputable
man now had the effrontery to address Henry in a
printed and published letter. But the king knew
how to deal with him.

He called for Wolsey, and showed him the
letter.    It was not of great length,  and was